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Preface 
This special issue is based on the First Canadian Conference on Computational 
Geometry, held from August 21-25, 1989 at McGill University in Montreal. The 
conference included papers on topics in both Computational Geometry and Discrete 
Geometry. Invited papers were presented by Paul Erdos of the Hungarian Academy 
of Sciences and Joseph O’Rourke of Smiths College. The conference was aimed at 
obtaining a wide participation in a relaxed atmosphere of computer scientists and 
mathematicians interested in these two closely related areas of geometry. Our inten- 
tion was to provide an additional forum for the greatly increasing number of results 
in these areas. Indeed there were 150 participants from 13 countries, and 49 papers 
were presented. 
The selection of papers in this issue were invited from the papers presented, and 
were chosen from the Discrete Geometry end of the spectrum. These papers demon- 
strate the close relationship between the two main areas of the conference, and the 
strong interplay between geometry and combinatorics. All of the papers were refereed 
in accordance with the normal standards of the journal. I am extremely grateful to 
the many referees who replied without fail to stringent and often unreasonable 
demands on my part. I am also grateful to the authors for preparing prompt revisions 
of their papers. 
The final paper in the issue contains a record of the problems presented at two 
problem sessions, enthusiastically chaired by William Moser. It also contains a com- 
plete statement of the 50 celebrated ‘Poorly Formulated Problems of Combinatorial 
Geometry’ of the late Leo Moser. Each problem is followed by what is known about 
the current status of the problem. 
On behalf of the other members of the organizing committee, Luc Devroye, 
Hossam ElGindy, Godfried Toussaint, and Sue Whitesides, I would like to thank 
the many people and organizations that made the conference possible. We received 
substantial financial support from Canada’s National Sciences and Engineering 
Research Council and Quebec’s Fonds F.C.A.R. The conference secretary was 
Peter Egyed who answered all the conference mail, prepared the conference pub- 
lications and generally managed to provide some sense of order from the chaos. 
Gefia Hahn was the official photographer. The staff of Thompson House allowed 
US to use their facilities throughout the week for informal gatherings after the 
regular sessions and put on two memorable parties. 
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